Venous ulcers: etiology and care of patients treated with human skin equivalent grafts.
Care for a patient with a venous ulcer is complex, necessitating collaboration of a multidisciplinary team to achieve the goal of providing comprehensive wound care and optimally managing complications, current conditions, and healing time. Patients often have venous ulcers for a long time, and they frequently have multiple diagnoses. Chronic ulcers that do not heal necessitate closure with a graft. Apligraf, (Novartis Pharmaceutical Corp, East Hanover, NJ), a human skin equivalent, is often used in nonhealing or difficult-to-heal ulcers. Knowledge of how to care for the grafted wound and protection of the grafted site is essential.